ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


A scanning microscope, having a detector, arranged in a detection 
beam path, for receiving detection light proceeding from a sample, has between 
the sample and the detector an optical shutter means with which the detection 
beam path can be blocked. A control means for controlling the shutter means is 
provided. The detection light beam path can be blocked automatically outside the 
scanning operation and in the event of an excessive detection light power level. 


